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Dialogue 
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Dear Sir: 
I have worked in a veterinary 

hospital for 4 1/2 years. Reading 
your article on disc problems was 
very interesting, however you only 
mentioned 2 ways of possibly tak
ing care of the problem. There is a 
3rd way, accupuncture. 

My boss (Dr. S. T. Turner, 
D. V.M.J has been doing accupunc
ture for about 7 years, and has not 
had to do one disc surgery since! 

With accupuncture there are no 
side effects as can occur with drug 
therapy or surgery. If the animal 
has loss of bladder or bowel /unc
tion, we can bring it back. Accu
puncture will correct "knuckling 
under", relieve pain, and muscle 
spasm too! 

Dr. Turner has seen dogs that 
have been re/erred to him after 
surgery. The surgery was either a 
failure or very unsatisfactory, and 
he has gotten them up and walk
ing again with accupuncture. 

Depending on the severity and 
duration of the problem, 3 - 10 
treatments usually does it. They 
may need a "brush-up" treatment 
occasionally, but not usually. 

This is just one of the many pro
blems accupuncture can help. My 
feelings are why put your pet (and 
you) through surgery, when you 
can have the body do it itself with 
a little bit of help without drugs.' 

Rae McCoy, 
%Dr. Turner ' s Veter inary 
Hospital, Oakland, Calif. 

Dear Rae: 
We did not mention accupunc

ture in the article, because we felt 
the subject deserved an article by 
itself. We plan a story on accu
puncture in a future issue and will 
appreciate any other comments 
regarding it. 

Editor. 

Dear Sirs: 
On page 13 of the June 1981 

TODAYS ANIMAL NEWS you 
printed a letter by Rose Motyc-
zyka pertaining to the North 
American Correspondence School 
and the hiring practices of certain 
animal-oriented org. toward mail
order veterinary assistants. 

According to the letter, many 
organizations will not hire 
graduates of these courses. As a 
person who has subscribed to this 
organization, I am eager to find 
more information regarding the N. 
A. C. S. and the hiring rate ex
perienced by its graduate. 

I took the course in order to 
"break into" the animal care field. 
Now, seeing this letter, I realize 
that after several months of inten
sive study, I may have worked and 
signed checks for nothing. 

I eagerly seek more information 
regarding North American and 
veterinarians attitude toward this 
school. (Incidentally, I got the 
subscription for your newspaper 
from North American.) 

I hope I've not taken too much 
of your time. A quick reply will be 
appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert Rizzi, 
Baysie Hills, N.Y. 

Dear Robert: 
Concerned, informed, interested 

workers in the field of animal care 
are always in demand. The fact 
that you have invested your time 
and money to enrich your 
knowledge is sure to be a plus for 
any potential employer. 

Editor. 

Dear Dr. Young: 
Hello. My name is Jean Larson. I 
am a Nov. '80 graduate from the 
North American Correspondence 
School of Veterinary Assistance. 

While studying the course / 
became even more interested in 
exotic animals and have been do
ing independent studying through 
reading materials in a small town 
library. I don't feel I've learned 
enough yet and would like to con
tinue studying, if possible. 

Could you recommend any cor
respondence schools and/or 
courses? Any and all your help 
will be deeply appreciated. 

I have been trying for 6 months 
now to raise funds with which I 
might be able to begin an exotic 
animal orphanage, refuge and 
park but I have not had any luck 
yet. 

Any and all help will be ap
preciated. Thank you for your 
time and trouble. 
Jean Larson. 

Dear Editor: 
I do enjoy Animal News and 

also the new health addition. And 
Bundocks cartoons are priceless 
and all good sense. I am enclosing 
a check to put the paper in a 
school or library of your choice. 

Keep up the good work. So often 
I think of writing to say I ap
preciate the paper, but time goes 
by and I don't do it. 
Very sincerely, Leone Johnson, 
Oakland, Calif. 

Gentlemen: 
I would like to answer the per

son who asked the question about 
preventing flies from biting 
his/her dog's ears. I had the same 
problem with my boxer's ears. 

I solved the problem with some 
excellent ointment I got from my 
vet. It's called VIP ointment and 
it 's manu /ac tu red by Pet 
Chemicals, Inc. P.O. Box 660656, 
Miami Springs, FL. 33166. 

It not only repels flies and mos-
quitos but it also kills ticks and 
mites, ft can also be used on cats. 
Christine Tela, 
Whittier, Ca. 
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Canine Obesity 
Fun and fitness for a fat Fido. 

Dr. Joel Ehrenzweig is a 
veterinarian who believes that 
dogs need exercise as much as 
people do. 

Because he believes in physical 
fitness for himself as well as for 
his patients, Dr. Ehrenzweig 
founded and is currently president 
of the 400-member American 
Veterinary Runners Association. 
When he is not running mara
thons, he keeps himself busy run
ning two animal hospitals in New 
York. As a practicing veterinarian 
who treats over 10,000 canine pa
tients a year, he firmly believes 
that 75 percent of the problems he 
sees could be avoided with proper 
diet and exercise! 

"More than half the dogs I see 
are overweight," Dr. Ehrenzweig 
says. That's because, he explains, 
a modern "dog's life" is not what 
nature intended. "Too many dogs 
nowadays sit home and watch 
television. They never have to 
forage for hunt for food. And 
they're fed table scraps instead of 
a nutritionally balanced diet." 
The result is flabbiness, loss of 
muscle tone, back and leg injuries, 
and decrease in alertness. In addi
tion, their perceptions deteriorate 
drastically, says the doctor. 

Since few dogs can be expected 
to work out on Nautilus equip
ment or other people-type exercise 
aids , Dr. Ehrenzweig has 
developed a series of canine con
ditioning activities that can be 
performed in the home or back 
yard and that requires no special 

KEEPING FIDO FIT, Dr. Joel 
Ehrenzweig plays "Catch and 
Fetch"" with a four-legged pa
tient. Tossing a Frishee, the New 
York veterinarian explains, is an 
easy way to encourage a dog to 
burn up unneccessary calories, 
huild up alertness, and improve 
overall muscie tone. 

equipment or training. Before em
barking on an exercise program, 
however, the doctor urges some 
caution: "Always check with your 
veterinarian first," he recom
mends. "Once you know the ani
mal is healthy, set realistic goals. 
Use moderation and build up 
slowly. Stop the minute you see 
signs of fatigue. Avoid extreme 
t e m p e r a t u r e , a n d a l w a y s 
remember to warm up and cool 
down before and after each ses
sion of strenuous exercise." 

"More than half the problems I 
treat are the result, directly or 
indirectly, of overweight." 

One final tip: Never use food as 
an incentive or reward. "Dogs like 
people, will lap up praise, if it's of
fered. A pat on the head is better 
than scraps," says the veterin
arian, "and it won't put fat on the 
ribs." 

Here are the three basic condi
tioning exercises developed by Dr. 
Ehrenzweig for the Cylce Canine 
Fitness Program. 

CATCH AND FETCH: Tradition
ally played with a frisbee, "Catch 
and Fetch" can also be played 
with a ball or stick. Toss the object 
as far as you can, then encourage 
the animal to retrieve it. This sim
ple game will trim off inches, help 
develop cooordination and speed 
and make even a middle-aged dog 
feel like a puppy again. This can 
be played indoors or out, on a flat 
surface or even . . . for the animal 
who's fit enough for it . . . up and 
down a flight of stairs. 

TUG-OF-WAR: An ideal indoor 
exercise, "tug-of-war" is played 
with an old towel. The dog grasps 
one end of the towel in his teeth 
while you hold onto the other and 
pull. This simple game will 
strengthen the jaw and stretch the 
muscles in the neck, shoulders 
and legs. It's good for the teeth, 
too! 

continued on page 10 
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Paintings by Dumas are more than realistic recreations of 
wildlife. They are stories within stories. 

^ 

Migrating Geese is from 
the collection of Cooper 
and Towrey. 

A Dumas painting starts with 
a number of rough sketches 
like the one on the left. Many 
hours of reasearch will follow 
before the painting is finalized. 

Artist preserves our wildlife on canvas. 
"Ready To Run" (right) is 
from the collection of 
Mitchell Brown. 
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Jack Dumas doesn't paint 
animals, he brings them to life on 
canvas. His nature paintings give 
the viewer the feeling of having 
stumbled onto a bit of drama in 
the wild. The paintings do more 
than portray an animal in its 
natural surroundings. The pain
tings also tell a story. Or, 
sometimes, several stories. 

Dumas paintings are now so 
successful that one gallery sold a 
shipment to eager collectors right 
out of the packing case, without 
even framing or hanging. But it 
wasn't always that easy. Dumas 
has "paid his dues" in the art 
world the hard way. 

He started his career in the 30's, 
getting his first big break when he 
was only 17. He tested for, and 
got, a job with the Walt Disney 
studios at the time that Snow 
White was being created. 

For most budding young artists 
this would have been a dream-
come-true and the start of a career 
in the "celluloid city." But Dumas 
had other dreams and soon realiz
ed that he needed more training to 
realize those dreams. He quit and 
went back to school. After school 
he entered the highly competitive 
field of commercial art, doing just 
about anything and everything to 
pay his way. 

Wildlife captured forever... on canvas. 

His love of nature kept bringing 
him back to paintings of the out
doors. He created hundreds of 
covers and illustrations for books 
and magazines, from adventure to 
western books to the Readers 
Digest. 

An avid fisherman, Dumas stole 
every moment possible between 
assignments to be outdoors. And it 
was this intamcy with the out
doors that helped him to land a 
job that was the wish fulfillment 
of just about any artist. 

"It was great. Simply great. A 
wonderful learning ex
perience. Being paid to do the 
thing I most enjoyed: spending 
all my time painting the 
wilderness as I saw it!" 

Around 1960 the Weyerhauser 
Corporation launched a campaign 
to tell the public that planned 
forest management could allow 
wood products to be utilized 
without destroying our wilderness 
and environment. To graphically 
illustrate this point they enlisted 
several leading illustrators to pro
duce a series of fine paintings 
depicting how our forests could 

produce and prosper with proper 
management. To tell their story 
they commissioned artists like 
Stan Galli, Fred Ludikens, and 
Jack Dumas. 

For Dumas it was the opportu
nity to finally make the transition 
from commercial art to fine art. 
Hundreds of great paintings of the 
outdoors ensued over the years, 
and collectors and galleries 
started to become aware of the 
talents of Jack Dumas. 

Today Dumas is settled in the 
remote redwood-studded hills of 
Northern California painting the 
outdoors he loves. Herds of wild 
horses, bison and deer parade 
across his canvases. Birds and 
bears spring to life from his 
palette. Dumas paints unhurried
ly, paints what he wants at his 
own pace. Dozens of partially 
finished paintings await his final 
touches. And, despite the demand, 
he still slips away to "wet a line" 
in a mountain stream and refresh 
his love affair with the great out
doors. 

By Doug Bundock 
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Puppy terrorizes community. 
It was just a sick, homeless pup

py, but it left an incredible trail of 
misery behind it. The puppy was 
only between eight and ten weeks 
old. The sickness was rabies. 

It started its short life in a trailer 
camp in California, as the pet for 
an eight member family. When the 
puppy became destructive and bit 
several members of the family it 
was thrown out of its home. 
Somehow it made its way to a 
small town six miles away. 

The dog roamed free for at least 
four days. An investigation reveal
ed that almost every household in 
and around the trailer park where 
the puppy's family lived, had 
allowed the dog to enter their 
home and/or let their children 
play with it. At one point, the pup
py entered a bar and chewed on a 
bar stool, and one person was bit
ten when he attempted to chase 
the puppy out. Many reports were 
received of fights between that 
dog and stray animals in the area. 
Eleven people, other than those in 
the dog owner's family, were iden
tified as bite victims in the first 
four days. Practically every trailer 
occupant in the court claimed to 
own some of the 50 plus unlicens
ed, unvaccinated dogs found 
there. One household in the 
neighborhood maintained as 
many as 13 dogs and cats. 

Finally, an eleven mile square 
area was placed under quaran
tine. Eighty per cent of the dogs 
and cats the quarantine area were 
found to have never been vac
cinated against rabies. 

Special vaccination clinics were 
held and 2,000 dogs were vac
cinated in four clinics and 300 
stray dogs and cats were picked 
up and destroyed. 

When it was finally over 70 peo
ple were treated for rabies. 
Fortunately for officials the puppy 
was easily identified. It was an 
unusua l looking puppy, a 
Labrador-bull terrier cross wear
ing two collars. One animal con
trol officer was bitten in the pro
cess of capturing the rabid puppy. 

The actual costs of hospital 
charges, antirabies treatment, vac
cination, animal control overtime 
and services for this one puppy 
amounted to a staggering 
$105,790.00. 

Despite the ready availability of 
inexpensive protection against 
rabies, the disease in on a steady 
increase and reported incidents 
have increased almost double in 
the past two years. Has your dog 
been vaccinated? 

Information provided by the 
California State Morbidity Report 

Worth 
Reading 

THE GOOD CATBOOK 

(How to Live with and Take 
Loving Care of Your Cat) 
by Mordeccai Siegai, 
published by Simon and Schuster. 

A book for all cat lovers, 
review by Pam Blum berg 

What fun! Finally a fact filled 
text about cats that is also en
joyable to read. 

The Good Cat Book has it all. 
Whether it is training your kitten, 
treating a medical emergency, or 
providing good nutrition, it's all 
carefully and knowledgeably 
dealt with here. 

Mr. Siegai presents many 
original ideas in his section on 
raising kittens. Kitty rearing can 
be made easier and more en
joyable by following the author's 
suggestions. 

As every cat owner knows only 
too well, all felines behave in 
many mysterious ways. After 
reading chapter 3, entitled "The 
Tiger Within," you will unders
tand more, if not all, about your 
cat's "strange" behavior. Mr. 
Siegai explains to us their 
unbelievable sense of direction, 
hunting habits, the courtship of 
cats, and feline parental behavior, 
to mention a few. 

In the second half of The Good 
Cat Book there is excellent unique 
information on different breeds. 
E a c h b r e e d ' s u n i q u e 
characteristics are discussed so 
that you can select the one best 
suited for you. The C.F.A. (Cat 
Fanciers Association) judging 
standards are outlined. 

Whether you have spent your 
entire life with cats, or are about 
to win your first kitten, you really 
should read this book. I plan on 
keeping my copy around for a 
long time. 



NEW HOPE FOR DOGS AND HUMANS 

Crippled dogs get new hips 

There is new hope for dogs af
flicted with crippling hip disease. 
Surgical experiments at Kansas 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y h a v e 
demonstrated the success of a 
hollow steel hip "bone" that at
taches without pins or cement, 
and does not work loose. 

Dr. Hugh Butler, veterinarian at 
K-State in Manhattan, says the 
new prosthesis could extend the 
active lives of large dogs used as 
guides and hunters. 

Eventually, he adds, a similar 
prosthesis may be implanted in 
humans who also suffer hip pro
blems. (A prosthesis is an artificial 
device to replace a missing or 
damaged part of the body.) 

Deterioration of the ball and 
socket in the hip joint can cripple 
many breeds of dogs. Three years 
of surgical experiments on 11 dogs 
at KSU shows that the animals 
quickly recovered use of their 
legs. 

"Within weeks, the bone grows 
through the holes in direct contact 
with absolute rigidity." 

Solid steel "balls" attached to 
long steel shanks have been im
planted into dogs' diseased thigh 
bones with cement for five years, 
he says. But the cement often 
works loose, causing main and 
making correct ive surgery 
necessary. 

"This new device should end 
those problems," Butler says. 

He uses a hollow-core drill bit to 
shape the bone, then drives the 
hollow shaft of the prosthesis into 
the bone. The shaft looks like a 
metal straw with holes in it. Bone 
quickly grows through the holes. 

Two years of clinical trials re
main before the cementless ball 
will be ready for marketing, he 
says. Meanwhile, a Swiss firm is 
developing a matching plastic 
socket to make the new artificial 
hip complete. 

This improved design (right) 
enables surgeons to implant a 
hollow artificial "ball" in the 
thigh bone of dogs crippled by 
deteriorated hip joints. Unlike the 
previous models (center], the new 
prosthesis uses no cement and 
thus does not work loose. KSU 
veterinarian Hugh Butier says 
humans with hip problems may 
also benfit. A Swiss firm is 
developing a matching plastic 
socket to make the artificial hip 
complete. 

Poisoned pets 
The mysterious death of several 

animals may have been the alert 
that will save the lives of hun
dreds of residents of Clinton, 
Mass. The alarm went out when 
ducks, dogs and cats suddenly 
started becoming ill in this New 
England community. When the 
an imals died ve te r ina r i ans 
discovered they all contained a 
common poison. Reports showed 
large amounts of lead and 
thallium. 

Environmentalists went to work 
on the problem, finding that it 
related to a sudden and unex
plained hair loss suffered by the 
human residents of the area. They 
theorize that the problem may be 
linked to an old tannery washed 
out by a flood more than 100 years 
ago. 

Todays Animal News 
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NEW PRODUCTS Rub paw. . . 

This German Shepherd is enjoying his Canine Castle, a new ap
proach in dog housing. This lightweight house is warm in the winter, 
cool in the summer, and protects your pet from all kinds of weather. 
Best of all, it's easy to clean because of the raised floor and easy pop-
out plugs which allow you to hose the dog house out and let it drain. 

The Canine Castle is constructed of one-piece durable 
polyethylene so there are no cracks or crevices to let in water or 
drafts. The one-piece molded construction and unpleasant taste of 
polyethylene is also a deterrent to chewing. 

The manufacturer promises that the Canine Castle will never rust 
or dent and will always retain its bright color. It even fits into a sta
tion wagon for traveling, and an automatic closing magnetic door is 
offered as an option.It comes in sizes for both large and small dogs 
and cats and may be used in or out of doors. For more information 
call Toll Free: 1-800-351-1363 

"Ah, that's the rub!" The "Love-
Rub" is a paw-shaped grooming 
glove worn like a mitten and 
designed to be a treat for your 
animal. This glove has a soothing 
soft acrylic side for that delicate 
touch of attention and a rougher 
terry cloth side for a more positive 
touch — the back scratcher. Either 
way, it's an entertainment for you 
and your pet. An elasticized wrist
band prevents slipping, and the 
glove is machine washable. 

Pawfect Products is a small 
California operation featuring the 
development of creative novelties 
and pet accessories. More in
formation can be obtained by 
writing to Pawfect Products, P.O. 
Box 192, Fremont, Ca., 94537, 
Attn: John Howard. 

cat pads 
If you are a cat fan you'll be in

terested in a unique collection of 
stationary, note cards, and note 
pads now available from Crown
ing Glory, Inc. Four original ar-
tists's rendering of favorite cats 
grace the collection. 

The unusual note cards come by 
the dozen, note pads by 200 lots 
and monarch size stationary com
plete with matching envelopes are 
available in packets of 20 each. 
For further information contact : 
Crowning Glory, Inc., 1353 
Seaview Drive, North Lauderdale, 
Florida, 33068. 

obesity 
continued from page 5 

JOG-A-DOG: Jogging is an ex
cellent form of cardiovascular ex
ercise; it burns up calories and 
strengthens the heart and lungs. 
It's also an easy way for owner 
and pet to get into shape together. 
If neither you nor your dog has 
jogged before, build up slowly. 
Once around the block is a fine 
beginning. Before you know it, 
you'll be up to a mile or two. 
Remember, though: always use a 
leash, and never run with a dog in 
traffic. 

Helping your dog to stay fit will 
help him to live longer! 
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Want to live longer? Preserve your sanity? 
By Kenneth L. Marceiia Make a pet a part of your life 

H
umans and animals have 
shared a close relationship 
almost from the beginning 

of recorded time. Pets have oc
cupied a prominent and privileged 
place in our lives. It may surprise 
you, though, to find out exactly 
how much a pet can contribute to 
your menta l heal th . Their 
warmth, love and nonjudgemental 
acceptance oftimes fills sensitive 
gaps between the interpersonal 
relationships in our lives. They 
mirror our fears, frustrations and 
anxieties and help us celebrate 
our joys and happiness . 
Psychologist R. D. Laing writes 
"We are born into a world where 
alienation awaits us." There are 
many who believe that pets pro
vide us with a defense against that 
isolation and recent work with 
disturbed children, prisoners and 
the elderly seems to support this 
view. 

Disturbed children often resist 
human contact because they have 
been emotionally "burned" and 
are not prepared to become in
volved in entangling relationships. 
A pet apparently does not pose 
such a threat and is more readily 
accepted. Dr. Boris Levinson, a 
professor of psychology and a 
practical clinical psychologist, 
believes that there are two types 
of pet therapy. One is the use of 
pets as therapy aids by the clini
cian in his office. Dr. Levison 
often uses his own dog "Jingles" in 
such a role. The other type of 
therapy is the introduction of a pet 
into the child's home environ
ment. The choice depends on the 
child's particular problem and 

> home-life situation. Qualities of 

warmth, trust and affection are 
the essential elements involved in 

1 the bond formed between child 
and pet. The strength of that bond 
determines the success of therapy. 
Dogs and cats don't talk back. 
They are not compeitive. And they 
return love in situations where 

adults often do not. For the 
disturbed child the pet becomes 
an ally against an unfeeling adult 
world. 

Pets as mental therapy 
It is important that the disturb

ed child learn that, although not 
perfect, it can loved and accepted. 
Here the pet provides compari
sons and examples. Even though 
the dog demonstrates a variety of 
behavior that meets with disap
proval, chewing the favorite chair, 
soiling the rugs, and stealing for
bidden objects, it is still a loved 
and accepted member of the fami
ly. If the dog can be accepted then 
the child, who has misbehaved far 
less than their pet, can also be 
loved. And if the dog does not feel 
guilty, why should the child? 
Overcoming feelings of guilt may 
be the first step in the pathway to 
recovery. Pets open routes of com
munica t ion in w i thd rawn 
children. Beloved dogs and cats 
from the pound help adopted 
children accept the love of their 
foster parents. If an adopted cat 
can be special and loved then the 
adopted children see themselves 
as worthy of love and are more 
secure about their family position. 

Animals provide new incentives 

Teaching spastic children to use 
their limbs can be a long and 
frustrating process. But pets in 
these children's environments 
greatly aid in their progress. One 
such girl was given the task of 
feeding the family fish and soon 
became adept at the manipula
tions needed to open the fish food 
package, measure the correct 
amount and drop it in the tank. 
Another youngster refused to use 
his legs because he often fell and 
hurt himself, until his father 
bought him a puppy. The boy 
overcame his fears and was soon 
stumbling, falling, and occasional
ly walking around the house 
following his new pet! 

Pets can have a tremendous ef
fect on some aspects of mental 
health. As Dr. Levinson remarks, 
"Maybe some day we shall ad
vance so far in our understanding 
that we shall be able to prescribe 
pets of a certain kind for different 
emotional disturbances." 

Just as disturbed children are 
alienated from a world they don't 
understand, prisoners and institu
tional patients are isolated from a 
world that has rejected them. The 
prisoner has few rights and fewer 
responsibilities. His relationship 
to society is similiar to that of a 
disturbed child. It is not surpris
ing, then, that the use of pets in 
therapy works well here, too. 

The bird or fish kept in a 
prisoner's cell provides a break 
from the boring routine of prison 
life and provides needs that give 
the prisoner a feeling a respon
sibility. The pet provides affec
tion, companionship and the trust 
that society has withdrawn. 
Discipline is less of a problem 
where inmates are allowed pets. 

Pets and prisoners 
The French so value the effect 

of the pet owner bond that the 
French S.P.A. (like our S.P.C.A.) 
takes over the care of pets of peo
ple sent to prison. They care for 
the animal until the time of 
release, often writing letters or 
visiting to talk about the pet.The 
pet is seen as a small door be
tween prison life and the reality of 
the outside world 

Unlike disturbed children and 
prisoners, the elderly are not 
necessarily confused or rejected, 
but often forgotten. They have 
ceased to be part of the hustle and 
bustle of society. Adjusting to a 
lower position in later life is often 
aided by a pet that never 
challenges or competes and 
doesn't know the difference be
tween old or young. Dogs, cats, or 
birds never tire of hearing the 
continued on page 23 
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Earning the friendship of your cat 
(sharing is the secret with cats) 

ii t 

Hide and seek. That's a common form of play that provides both cat 
and human a mutal area of interaction. This cat has tucked itself 
away in a wicker basket awaiting the pretended surprise of its 
owner. Games like this increase the the ability of cat and owner to 
find develop common areas of communication. 

S
haring your life with a cat 
can be a rewarding ex
perience, but only if you are 

willing to accept that cat on its 
own terms. Cats are not dogs, and 
you can't force your friendship on 
a feline. Much of a cat-owner rela
tionship must be left up to the cat. 
Accept a cat for what it is and you 
will both enjoy a mutual respect. 

When choosing a kitten, try to 
pick one that has come from an 
even-tempered, attentive mother. 
If you find a stray, hopefully it has 
come from a good mother and first 
owners.The treatment a kitten 
receives during its very early life 
and the disposition it inherits from 
its parents will have a big effect 
on its behavior and later person
ality development. Once you bring 
your kitten home, the environ
ment in which he will be raised is 
another important influence on its 
personality. 

Most cats are interested in cons
tant human companionship. You 
may notice your cat has been miss
ing for several hours, only to find 
it holed up snugly in the corner of 

closet. Don't be offended by such 
behavior. When your cat wants to 
be friendly, it will be. 

This type of behavior has caus
ed the cat to be labeled as aloof 
and independent. However, this 
really isn't an accurate assessment 
of a cat's personality. A cat is in
dependent in the sense that unless 
it wants to do something, chances 
are it won't, despite your prod
ding. But your cat is dependent on 
you to fulfill both physical and 
emotional needs. And he will talk 
to you when he finds it necessary. 
Unfortunately, many owners do 
not take the time or interest to 
learn how to understand this 
"talk." 

A cat has a remarkable ability 
to communicate with humans. His 
language includes a variety of 
sounds and facial expressions 
amd body motions. If you take the 
time to learn this communication 
your cat's personality and moods 
will become evident to you. 

Cats also have some finely 
tuned senses that play an impor
tant role in personality develop

ment. Often your cat is affected 
by what he feels instinctively. 
Even if your cat doesn't under
stand the words being said to him 
and around him, he does have an 
understanding and feeling of the 
situation at hand. 

Your cat's self-esteem is vitally 
important, and he can sense when 
he is being made fun of or being 
treated in a disparaging manner. 
A cat will naturally be hostile in a 
situation that makes him feel anx
ious or uncomfortable. Your cat 
will convey his discontent by 
thrashing his tail from side to side 
or by crouching as if to defend 
himself.« Traumatic experiences 
are difficult to forget, even for a 
cat. 

Such events, coupled with those 
that occur during kittenhood, 
determine how social your cat will 
be as an adult. If you want your 
cat to be a more social animal, it is 
a good idea to expose it frequently 
to friendly people during the 
highly impressionable adoles
cence. Spend some time ( as much 
as possible) with it yourself so that 
he feels comfortable with you. A 
feeling of trust is essential be
tween you and your cat. Once that 
bond has been achieved, your cat 
may finally think you have earned 
his friendship. Accept it gracious
ly; it may never be offered again! 

Out, damned spot! 
Fresh paint and dogs seem to at

tract one another, but getting that 
paint out of Rover's coat can be a 
tricky chore. Solvents will burn 
the skin and should not be used. A 
safe way to remove the new spot 
of color is with "waterless hand 
cleaner". It is a thick, creamy 
material used by painters and 
mechanics. Work it into the paint 
with your fingers and remove it, 
along with the paint, with paper 
towels. It may take several treat
ments, but it will remove the paint 
safely. Thick hand lotions and 
creams may sometimes work as a 
substitute. 



Lisa is the most beautiful girl in the world 
(if you like alligators) 

Lisa, the first alligator to lay a nest of eggs fertilized through artificial 
insemination, displays some strong maternaJ instincts. . . and two 
rows of razor-sharp teeth . . . while guarding her nest in a specially 
designed pen at Gatorland Zoo. The first artificial insemination was 
performed on Lisa by University of Florida veterinary researchers. 
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T h e parents-to-be haven't ordered 
any birth announcements printed 
for the historic event, but if they 
did the cards might read 
something like this: 

" U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a 
veter inar ians and Lisa the 
Alligator proudly announce the 
first nest of alligator eggs fertilized 
by artificial insemination." 

Should any of Lisa's 14 fertile 
eggs produce live offspring, as 
they are expected to around Sept. 
4, UF veterinarians who perform
ed the artificial insemination say 
there's hope that science could 
help replenish some endangered 
species of crocodilians, and could 
make alligator farming a more 
lucrative and productive industry. 

"Although the alligator is thriv
ing in the wild once again in 
Florida, low fertility is a major 
problem for gators in captivity. 
And, world-wide, there are 
several species of alligators and 
crocodiles on the list of en
dangered animals. If Lisa's eggs 
hatch, it means man won't have to 
watch helplessly while some of the 
Earth's oldest inhabitants ap
proach extinction. There'll be 
hope for these reptiles through ar
tificial breeding," said Dr. Paul 
Cardeilhac of UF's College of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

Lisa is an 8-year-old American 
alligator residing at Gatorland 
Zoo, the world's largest alligator 
farm. To researchers the 8-foot 
reptile is the most beautiful gal in 
the world right now because of 
what she has unknowingly ac
complished.She is the only one of 
18 female gators in the UF experi
ment in which the artificial in
semination was successful. 

"If we get just one baby 
alligator from this we'll be 
ecstatic. But we're hoping for 
more than one egg to hatch from 
Lisa's nest. This is the first time 
that artificial insemination in 
alligators has produced even one 
egg, much less a fertilized egg," 
Cardeilhac said. 

Lisa's not aware why such a 
fuss is being made over her nest, 
but the feisty reptile, whose 
ancestors date back to when 
dinosaurs roamed the Earth, has 
already developed keen maternal 
instincts. Only Gatorland Zoo 
president Frank Godwin is able to 
seperate mama from her nest so 
that her eggs can be examined. 

"It's fantastic what this ar
tificial insemination program 
could mean to commercial 
alligator farming in Florida. The 
days of throwing gators into a big 
pit and telling them 'okay, go at it 
and make a bunch of baby gators 

for me' are over, Godwin said. 
"Once artificial insemination 

realizes a high rate of fertility, it 
would cost less to raise more 
alligators, and would also mean 
that fewer bull gators would have 
to be captured from the wild to 
breed with our females." 

When Lisa's eggs hatch Godwin 
and Cardeilhac may be the ones 
handing out cigars, but the real 
father was a wild "nuisance" 
gator that had to be killed by the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission. 
One reason for the success of UF's 
artificial insemination project is 
the large quantity of bull gator 
sperm they've been able to collect 
through a new procedure devel
oped by UF veterinarians. The 
game commission gives the uni
versity the carcass of nuisance 
alligators killed in the Gainesville 
area for the animal's reproductive 
tract. Using their own surgical 
procedure UF veterinarians are 
able to extract all the semen from 
the gator, or about six to eight 
times the amount a live male can 
produce. 

Zoo animals abused 
Zoo visitors in Topeka, Kansas, 

are finding an exhibit that touches 
home. It is called the "Museum of 
Human Stupidity" and depicts the 
brutalities inflicted on zoo 
animals by humans. It features a 
collection of objects removed 
from zoo cages, including can 
openers, rocks, bottle caps, wires 
and cups. More than half of the 
half of the animal abuse consists 
of throwing improper food into 
the cages, despite warning signs. 
Other acts include hitting and 
poking the animals, crossing zoo 
barriers and entering enclosures, 
and throwing rocks and other ob
jects at the animals. 
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WINDMILLS FOR SALE! 
Save on electricity. Wind-
power, P.O. Box 100, Mill-
ville, Ca. 96062 (800) 
772-3545 Ext. 590 

ANIMAL HEALTH & Veter
inary Products, C.O.D. 
Mailing, catalog available. 
To serve your animals 
"every" need. 966 Beau
mont Ave., Beaumont, Ca., 
92223. Ph. (714) 845-7976. 

ANIMAL MAGAZINE! Fea
tures fun, learning, love of 
ALL animals. Reader writ
ten. One year $5. Animal 
World. Box 113N, Bloom-
field. la 52537. 

Stud service, Beautiful Irish 
setter. AKC champion 
ancestors. Vallejo, (707) 
553-1537. 

C o c k e r Spaniel pupp ie s 
AKC r e g i s t e r e d . Phone 
After 4 :00. 707 996-5760 

250 BUSINESS CARDS (6 
lines) -$4.20 Illustrations. 
Jos. Arlou, Box 682, 
Walworth, WI. 53184 

CHINESE Shar-Pei. Quality 
pups occasionally. Tunzi Ken
nels, Petaluma (707) 762-7446. 

KNOW YOUR D O G ' S 
ANCESTRY. Your dog's pedi
gree handsomely documented 
on deluxe parchment, type
written, colors, birthdates, 
champions and titles in red. 
4 gen—$3., 5 gen $5., 6 gen 
$10. Mailed rolled. Your 
satisfaction guaranteed. Send 
complete data from AKC 
registration certificate to: 
General Canine, Box 453N, 
Phoenixville, PA 19460 

CREMATION URNS-HAND 
CAST METAL, antique 
bronze finishes. Distinctive 
enough to be displayed any
where. Write for color bro
chure and information. KAP-
LIND ENTERPRISES, INC., 
Box 190, Highland Park, 111. 
(60035). 

" T I C K T O N G S , " 
SPECIAL TOOL easily 
removes complete tick. Send 
$3.95. Western Sun Products, 
P.O. Box 103 - C, Orinda, CA, 
94563 

G R O O M - O - G R A M ! 
Groomers . . . increase 
business with exciting 
quarterly newsletter. At
tracts new patrons and 
pulls in old ones. Double as 
appointment card. Free 
sample. GROOM-O-GRAM, 
341-AN N. 19th St. Camp 
Hill PA 17011 (717) 
7375593. 

IMPORTS, GERMAN SHEP
HERDS. Direct from Ger
many. Protection or show. 
Adults or puppies. Ph. (415) 
467-0124 

Magazine for countryside 
people! Our 5th year! 
Covering: Small stock, 
gardening, bees, health and 
much more . . . Must for 
homesteaders! One year on
ly $8.00. Box 91-X, Liberty, 
N.Y.12754 

¥ 
FAST SERVICE PRINTING-
ALL NEEDS FULFILLED. 
DEAN'S, 508 LAKE SHORE 
DR., HOBART, INDIANA 
46342. 

NON-TOXIC Herbal Flea 
repellant Products. Catalog 
$1.00 — Harmony Hill, Dos 
Rios Townste, Dos Rios, CA. 
95429 . 

AUSTRALIAN CATTLE 
Dogs. Reds or Blues, pups 
$100 up. ACDCA eligible. 
McNevin lines. Texas Heelers. 
Bill Guynes, Iberia, Missouri 
65486 (314)793-6255. 

BOARDING KENNEL and 
M-1 property for sale. Heart 
of San Fernando Valley, 
gross approximately 72K, 2 
br house on property, 
absentee owner, room for 
expansion, Broker (213) 
993-1011 
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Classified 
Everybody reads 

the Classified Ads 
ANIMAL NEWS 

is published once a month. 

Published monthly. Dead
line is the 15th of the 
preceding month. 

ANIMAL NEWS 

2002 Fourth Street • Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

Minimum word count -10. Payment 
must accompany your insertion 
order. One dollar charge for each 
copy change on 3 and 12 month 
insertions. 

WRITE YOUR OWN CLASSIFIED AD HERE: 

Total .words. 

• One Month 
50 cents a word 

Total Payment $_ 
Card # 

D Three Months 
40 cents a word 

• Twelve Months 
30 cents a word 

. enclosed. 
_Exp. date_ 

Name. 
Firm 
Address. 
City .State. 
Signature. 

-Zip-



RUBBER stamps in realistic 
style. Dogs, cats, animals. 
Free flyer. Prices start at 
$5.00. Clacritter Designs, 623 
1/2 LaBore Rd. Litte Canada, 
Mn. 55117 

Wanted: Position working in 
a veterinary hospital or ken
nel. Am willing to relocate 
anywhere. Am a 18 year old 
woman who lives and loves 
animals. Would like to put 
my love to use. Have lots of 
TLC to offer. Very depend
able. Please contact: Patricia 
Venn, Rte 1, Box 152, 
Republic, Mich 49879 or call 
collect 906 376-8286 

CHARMING Australian Cat
tle dog puppies. Reds or 
blues. Ready to go. AKC reg. 
(707)823-2342. 

AKC Beagles, tr icolors, 
males, moving, must sell. 
Gay l e C a s s o n , 2512 
Horseshoe Lane, Santa Rosa, 
Calif. 95405. Phone. 9707) 
528-7732. 

Animal News 

Classified 
WIN Abyssinian kitten born 
8/14/81. Send $10 tax deduc-
table donation along with 
name and address to: United 
People's Chapel, Box 246, 
Towaco, N.J. 07082. Drawing 
Nov. 26, 1981. 

AALAS Certified Lab 
Animal Tech. (May,1979) 
Seeks position in animal 
health, conservation and/or 
rescue. Felines first love. 
Several years experience cat 
handling. 3 years exper. 
Isolator Tech. in small 
animal breeding facility. 
Willing to relocate Southern 
or Western states. Willing to 
learn and further education. 
Very responsible. Contact: 
Sharron Hudson, 11338 
Niles St., , Indianapolis, IN 
46229(317)894-8954. 

Need cages or kennels for 
trucks, shelters, or boarding? 
We may have what you need 
at a fair price. Call Lane 
Plunkett (415) 573-3720 at 
the Penninsula Humane 
Society in San Mateo, Calif. 

Wanted: Kennel position 
with animal shelter. Hard 
worker, reliable, experienc
ed. Will relocate. Lindy 
Gessner, 21 Broadview 
Avenue, Madison, N.J., 
07940 (201) 377-8441 (any 
weekday after 2:30 p.m.) 

PAPILLONS (toy breed) and 
Shelties. Lucielle Kennels, 
V a l l e j o . 6 4 3 - 2 8 0 1 or 
553-8466 

PROSPEROUS Dog salon for 
sale. $79,000. Lovely Santa 
Clara, Calif. Owner retiring. 
(1961-1981). 1979 gross -
$73,000. 1980 - $79,000. Cost 
of operation $15,000. Even
ing phone (408) 292-1894. 
Owner realtor. M. Ogle. 

The magazine for young 
People who like 
Animals 
Kind, as its name suggests, is a magazine for 
8- to 12-year-olds published for the sole pur
pose of raising up a generation of young 
people who will be kind to animals! 

Kind is tough competition for TV. It's the 
kind of magazine young people want to read. 
Every issue includes major animal news, 
animal-related careers, fiction, puzzles, 
projects, maps, letters, and a parents' and 
teachers' page. 

Kind is an enjoyable, yet challenging, read
ing experience. The young people in your life 
will never forget your Kind gift. 

The official youth publi
cation of The Humane So

ciety of the United States. 
Kind is published bimonthly. 

The six issues are only S4 a 
year. Join yourself or give Kind 

as a gift. Add 50% for all sub
scriptions outside U.S.A. 

KIND, BOX OB 
2I00LST.,N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D C . 20037 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
Include a note if you want a xifl card sent. 

Make checks payable to Kind. 

s 
! 

I 

• 

S 
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The next endangered 
species could be you 

W
ill man become the next 

endangered species? It's a 
possibility if the predicted 

shift in the temperature of our 
earth happens. 

Recently a California town top
ped 120 degrees to set a history-
making high and driving residents 
off the streets from the blistering 
heat. This scorcher wasn't record
ed in the Mojave desert, noted for 
extreme heat, but in the far north, 
not far from a winter snow area. 

Is our earth and temperature 
changing? Some scientists think 
so. And they think the change 
could alter the habitat of all 
animal life, including that of man, 
in the years to come.In fact, the 
trend may already have begun. 

The water shortage crises of a 
couple of years ago could be only 
a mild preview of the future if 
some researchers are correct. 
And, in contrast, other areas could 
be faced with floods as heat waves 
melt snow packs and ice floes. 

"By the middle of the next cen
tury our planet could be warmer 
than at any time during the last 
100,000 years. If that happened , 
entire growing zones, deserts, 
grasslands, and forests could all 
shift. Melting ice in the polar 
regions could raise sea levels 15 
feet," projects Internat ional 
Wildlife magazine. 

What's causing this alarming 
rise in temperature? The culprit is 
an odorless, colorless gas called 
carbon dioxide. A vital ingredient 

in photosynthesis, it makes up less 
than .04 percent of the at
mosphere. But since the start of 
the Industrial Revolution in the 
late 1700's, the amount of carbon 
dioxide in the air has increased by 
15 to 25 percent. 

Carbon dioxide is formed when 
fossil fuels are burned and stored 
up carbon combines with oxygen 
in the air. Around half the carbon 
dioxide generated each day is ab
sorbed by the oceans or green liv
ing matter. The other half ac
cumulates in the lower at
mosphere. 

This virtually transparent layer 
of gas has little effect on the 
sunlight which passes through it to 
warm the earth. But infrared heat 
radiated back into the atmosphere 
has a longer wave-length. Some of 
it is trapped by the carbon dioxide 
in a process that has been called a 
"greenhouse effect." So far, it 
hasn't had much effect on the 
climate. But William Kellogg, a 
senior climatologist at the U.S. Na
tional Center for Atmospheric 
Research, says "The increase 
theoretically has been something 
on the order of one degree 
fahrenheit. When it gets near two 
degrees, then it'll dominate over 
the natural process." 
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That's what scientists fear. If we 
continue to consume fossil fuels at 
the present rate, the carbon diox
ide build-up could cause an 
average temperature increase 
from three to as many as eight 
degrees fahrenheit. What would 
that mean? Researchers have 
made a number of predictions— 
some good, some bad: 

Increased precipitation and 
evaporation might result. Decreas
ed rainfall might occur over Nor
thern China, the USSR, and the 
U.S. Midwest, with increases in 
Europe and Africa. 

As climate zones change, so 
would food-growing patterns. Nor
thern Hemisphere farming areas 
might extend north, with losses 
from crops such as corn and 
wheat, and gains for others, such 
as rice. 

Insect pests, which already 
destroy more than 35 percent of 
the world's crops, would likely 
multiply in a warmer global 
climate. Crop diseases could 
become an increased threat. 

While most wildlife would 
migrate with the climate, some 
species that live in specialized 
habitats might become extinct. 

Our fish "crops" could be sever-
ly damaged, reducing a major 
source of food for the world. 

The west Antarctic ice sheet 
could eventually melt. As a result, 
coastal areas throughout the 

continued on 



TODAYS ANIMAL NEWS 

Help WantedrBirds! 
New jobs for animals 

S i n c e prehistoric times, humans 
have domesticated and trained 
animals to help them perform 
onerous chores. It started with 
cavemen training dogs to help in 
the hunt, and today people are 
still dreaming up new schemes to 
make animals do their work. 

Over the years pigeons, 
especially, have been found to be 
cooperative workers. During the 
four-month Prussian siege of Paris 
in 1870, pigeons carried hundreds 
of thousands of official and 
private messages to and from the 
outside world. The messages were 
inserted in a small goose quill and 
attached by a waxy silken thread 
to the strongest tail feather. 

And during World War II British 
forces dropped pigeons in baskets 
from airplanes so that local 
residents could retrieve them, a t 
tach any information that might 
be of interest to allied forces and 
then release the birds. After cir
cling the area once or twice the 
pigeons would head for home, 
perhaps hundreds of miles away. 

Researchers now think pigeons 
may have a future as assembly 
line inspectors—checking for 
defects in drug capsules or elec
tronic equipment,for example. 
Human inspectors tend to make 
errors about 15 percent of the 
time, whereas pigeons make er
rors only one percent of the time, 
one pyschologist found. 

"And they don't get bored." ac
cording to a National Wildlife 
Federation report. "Studies have 
found that they can remain on the 
job for three straight days without 
sacrificing accuracy. The birds do 
loaf on the job, though, so most 
pigeon projects call for three birds 
inspecting in tandem, each a 
check on the others." 

The technique used in training 
pigeons and other animals is call

ed posit ive re inforcement , 
developed by B.F. Skinner, the 
famed behaviorist. It involves us
ing food as a reward—when, for 
instance, a pigeon spots a defec
tive drug capsule—and ignoring 
wrong behavior. Animals are not 
starved; the reward is part of a 
daily ration. 

British submarine commanders 
employed this technique during 
World War II. Their submarines 
would release large amounts of 
bread in the water, and gulls 
would flock to it. After a while, 
the birds gathered naturally at the 
sight of a long, dark shadow 
sliding underwater . Spotters 
ashore alerted the authorities. No 
one knows how many German U-
boats fell victim to a flock of 
hungry gulls. 

Today, the U.S. Coast Guard is 
training pigeons to spot orange, 
yellow, and red—the colors of life 
jackets, buoys, rafts and flags. The 
pigeons will be carried in a plex
iglass bubble beneath a helicopter 
and will peck at an electrical 
switch when they see these col
ored objects floating on the ocean 
below. 

It is interesting to note that, as 
our lives become more and more 
influenced by technology, we also 
find more ways to use the abilities 
of our companion animals. In fact, 
animals now play a larger role 
role in our society than ever 
before. 

JDXICTOy 
Warning issued on 
rawhide chew toys 
The following report is an alert 

from the California Veterinary 
Medical Association, but could be 
important to pet owners anywhere 
in the U.S. The alert concerns only 
one brand of rawhide chew toy 
and does not suggest that other 
brands are dangerous. At this 
writing Animal News has received 
one unverified report of the death 
of a dog related to the chew toy. 

Channel 5, Eye Witness News, 
San Francisco, reported that a 
rawhide chewbone product, under 
the trade name, Mr. Max, 
distributed by C & L Distributor 
Company, was possibly responible 
for a series of incidents which 
involved strange behavior in dogs. 

It seems that dogs which have 
chewed on or ingested the white 
bleached rawhide bones under 
this label have exhibited bizarre 
hallucinations and "siezures." 
Symptoms include the following 
expression of events: dilation of 
pupils, frightened expressions, ex
citement, loud barking, crouched 
rear ends, racing around as if the 
dog were being chased by a ghost, 
urinating, and hiding under beds 
and other objects. This group of 
symptoms lasts from 10 seconds to 
a reported 10-minute episode. 

After the most acute symptoms 
have passed, the dogs have acted 
frightened, with considerable 
trembling and paranoia. Some 
have run away and remained in 
hiding for up to one hour. They 
then return to near-normal for 
awhile until another episode oc
curs within one to 24 hours. 

To date, all routine blood 
analyses have been within the nor
mal ranges. Affected animals 
seem to recover within one to two 
weeks so long as no further 
rawhide is ingested. 

Courtesy the California 
Veterinary Medical Association 
Alert. 
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hiThe News-news-news-news-ne> 

The prognosis is good for the golden retriever, whose veterinarian is 
now discussing the results of the dog's ECG with a cardiac specialist 
from CARDIOPET. A new, simple procedure allows any veterinarian 
to obtain an immediate diagnosis of the heart condition of his patient 
by telephone. Cardiopet has helped to diagnose and successfully 
treat heart disease and related conditions for many thousands of 
animals, from dogs and cats to horses and tigers. 

Eskimo comeback 
The legendary Eskimo dog is mak
ing a comeback. In fact, visitors to 
Canada's North may soon be 
treated to tours by sled . . . pulled 
by Eskimo dogs. 

A remarkable feat, when one 
considers that in 1975 only one 
Eskimo was thought to remain in 
the world. But the Eskimo 
Research Foundation, headed by 
Bill Carpenter, came to the rescue 
and now maintains a kennel of 
about 120 of the Inuit native dogs. 

The rare breed is properly iden
tified as the Cam's familiaris 
borealis and is an aboriginal 
breed that was once called the es-
quimauz, and then the husky, and 
eventually the Eskimo. Inuit 
natives called it the kingmik in the 
wester Arctic and Qimmiq in the 
east. The breed has been relative
ly unchanged for some 2000 years. 

The versatile dog, somewhat 
resembing a large Alaskan 
malamute, has been used to pull 
sleds, carry packs, and to hunt 
seals in the frozen North. 

Now breeding pairs of Eskimo 
dogs are given to the native people 
of the Northwestern Territories 
who, like the Eskimo, are once 
again returning to their traditional 
lifestyle. 

Endangered 
continued from page 19 
world could be inundated. One 
study estimates that 11 million 
Americans would be uprooted, in
cluding 40 percent of Florida's 
population. 

Scientists have some ideas for 
coping with the problem. One 
route would be to slow down the 
consumption of fossil fuels 
through energy conservation and 
the use of nonfossil energy. Such 
policies, however, would have to 
be global. 

Another way is to prepare for a 
warmer world by developing 
drought-resistant crops and new 
strains that would stand up to 
higher temperatures and utilizing 
saltier water, and by requiring 
global food reserves and plans for 
a massive disaster relief. 

"We are taking the thin film of 
air and water upon which life on 
earth depends and messing 
around with it in an absolutely 
fundamental way. . . without real
ly knowing the consequences of 
what we're doing," commented 
David Burns of the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

Story material courtesy of Na
tional Wildlife Federation. 

Berries save oil 
Fans of the jojoba plant believe 

the magical berry might do 
everything from saving the whales 
to reducing the world-wide oil 
crunch. And a current experiment 
in San Francisco may help to sup
port their claims. The AC Transit 
system is now adding the oil from 
the berries to the transmissions of 
the buses, and officials are en
thusiastic so far. According to AC 
authorities the natural lubricant 
cuts down on oil changes and 
holds up better in extreme heat. 

IfYouGwe 

Ask your veterinarian 
about our country 
burial plan . . . a low 
cost and dignified 
alternative... 

Permanently zoned . . 
Private Burials . Bay 
Area Pick-up 

PET MEMORIAL 
P A R K 2 4 62 Atlas Peak Rd., 
;.;.;.;,,:,.:.:.:.:,.:. N a p a , CA. 9 4 5 5 8 

Phone (707) 255-3456 
SEND FOR FREE FULI.-COLOR 
BROCHURE ON PET BURIALS 
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The News-
New poo patrol 

Their business is picking up. 
Literally. A Washington couple 
has launched a business to patrol 
the yards of pet owners and 
remove the feces. For only $9 per 
month you can contract for their 
services and never have to go 
"treasure hunting" again. 

Although the new company got 
a lot of laughs when they started, 
the owners now have the last 
laugh on their way to the bank. 
They have over 300 subscribers 
already, plus nine condominiums, 
as their pickup service continues 
to grow in popularity. Their fee is 
based on a typical one dog family, 
and the more dogs you own the 
more you pay. Their motto is: "We 
pick up where your dogs left off." 

Pill not the answer 
"The pill" may not be the 

answer for dogs, says Dr. Klaas 
Post of the Small Animal Clinic at 
the University of Saskatchewan. 
He suggests that the pills should 
only be used for emergency situa
tions and that prolonged use "may 
actually damage the dogs." 

The Canadian veterinarian 
warns of side effects that could 
cause behavorial changes, weight 
gains, and could close off bone 
growth in young animals. The pills 
are used to postpone the heat cy
cle of dogs for shows and hunting 
seasons. 

Bears spook sheep 
Idaho sheepmen are beginning 

to look at bears as a major 
predatory threat. About 400 sheep 
plunged to their deaths recently 
when frightened by a black bear 
and her two cubs. The sheep 
spooked and followed one another 
over a 60-foot cliff near Parairie, 
Idaho. 

Earlier this year one sheep ran
cher reported losing about 100 
sheep that were mauled by bears. 
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Dogs thwart rescue 
Well-meaning watch-dogs may 

have been responsible for the 
deaths of five children who 
perished in a Homestead, Florida 
fire recently. When the house 
went up in a burst of flames the 
parents made it out with two 
children. Efforts to save the five 
children remaining in the flaming 
house were thwarted by two 
chained watchdogs that blocked 
the way of rescuers. 

Unusual Products and 
Services # 

CALLING 
All 
om... 

6e the first in 
your neighbor
hood to own the 
most unique col
lection of cot 
note cords, sto-
tionory or note 
pods, oil with o 
personolized pic
ture of my 
friends ond 
myself 

Note cords 12/S3.95. stationery (20 
Monorch sized sheets & envelopes) 
$3 50. 200 poge note pods $3 00 
Sent check or money order to: 

CROWNING GLORY. 1353 SONICW DR. 
s^ NORTH LdUDCRD/UC. H 33Q68 , 

CATNIP MICE—World's Best 
— 3 for $2.00 prepaid. Dr. 

A. C. Daniels Inc., Dept. AN, 
Webster, Mass. 01570 

A WHALE OF A DEAL! 
12 months of ANIMAL NEWS for only $9.°° 
Or save now with two years for only $16P° 

subscribe now! 
name © 
address 
city.state.zip. 
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THE LOVE RUB 

1981 

EITHER SIDE, this PAW-
SHAPED GROOMING 
GLOVE will be a TREAT 
for your animal. Rubyour 
pet with the soothing 
acrylic side — that deli
cate touch of attention. 
Use the rougher side for 
that positive touch —the 
backscratcher! 

Made of soft 100% 
acrylic fiber and terry 
cloth. Elastlcized wrist
b a n d — M a c h i n e 
washable — tumble dry. 

The . perfect grooming tool! 
Please send "Love Rub(s) 
at $4.95 ea. to 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ZIP 

MAIL TO: 
PAWFECT PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 192 Fremont, Calif 94537 
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put a pet in your life! 
continued from page 11 
same stories told over and over 
again or of listening to the 
count less lessons learned 
throughout a lifetime. The pet ac
cepts. Pets lead to new adven
tures, interests, and hobbies for 
the older person. Pet ownership 
becomes a means of making 
friends with other elderly people 
with similiar interests. The pet 
allows the owner to continue to be 
a provider and protector while 
returning the affection needed to 
offset the loneliness often ex
perienced by older people. 

In a study done on patients of a 
coronary care unit, many of whom 
were elderly, doctors found that 
the heart attack patients who 
owned pets had a higher percent
age of recovery. The dependence 
of their pets gave them a sense of 
being needed and contributed to 
their drive to recover. 

In order to feed and care for a 
pet, owners may engage in ac
tivities of which they thought 
themselves no longer capable. 
Since most pet owners will not 
neglect the feeding of their pet, 
they find it harder to ignore their 
own nutritional needs. Mealtime 
becomes a joint venture. In taking 
care of a pet the owner is frequent
ly taking care of him or herself, 
too. 

Pets can be valuable and in-
dispensible aids to the mental 
health of their owners. They 
return love and affection, and 
their dependence provides owners 
with the crucial sense of being 
needed. While pets contribute 
these qualities to every relation
ship, their effects are best seen in 
cases where owners are isolated 
from society in some way —the 
disturbed child, the outcast 
prisoner, the elderly. In instances 
where man is abandoned by his 
fellow man it seems natural, or 
even necessary, that he should 
seek companionship with other 
animals. ^ ^ — ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ M ^ — 

Kenneth Marcella is a third year 
veterinary student at Cornell Univer
sity, placing special interest in animal 
behavior and the interrelationships 
between men and animals. 
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BORDEN'S BEST. 
Borden's best efforts go into helping you to 

help your puppies grow. If you're weaning 

guppies from the bitch or putting orphaned, 
ottle-fedpuppies onto solid food, Puppy 

Weaning Formula is an excellent transitional diet 
from bitch's milk to solid food. Available from 
veterinarians and pet dealers in a 16 oz. size for 
one puppy or a small litter, a 40 oz. can and 48 oz. 
pail tor large litters, and a 20 pound drum for 
kennels and breeders. 

Trust Borden. A household word wherever 
there are household pets. 

Pet/Vet Products 
Borden Chemical/Borden Inc. 
P.O. Box 419 
Norfolk, VA 23501 
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